ABOUT THE ALPARGATAS PROJECT 1.0

Considering the current situation in the Middle East is very critical, I decided to start this project which has already collected a significant amount of followers and, hopefully, will continue to incorporate even more. 
The project consist on satisfying children the basic need of a simple footwear, as are the “alpargatas” shoes. Due to strict international situation bothering the Middle East I decided to offer help to those who currently reside in the Palestinian territory of Gaza. Given the unfortunate continuation of this war between Israel and the Palestinian people is that our contacts in that area have given the nod to this idea, encouraged to continue working to realize the wish of the refugee children have the possibility keep their feet covered and not in contact with the ground.

WHO IS A PALESTINE REFUGEE? 
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Under UNRWA's operational definition, Palestine refugees are persons whose normal place of residence was Palestine between June 1946 and May 1948, who lost both their homes and means of livelihood as a result of the 1948 Arab-Israeli conflict. UNRWA's services are available to all those living in its area of operations who meet this definition, who are registered with the Agency and who need assistance. UNRWA's definition of a refugee also covers the descendants through the male line of persons who became refugees in 1948. The number of registered Palestine refugees has subsequently grown from 914,000 in 1950 to more than 4.6 million in 2008, and continues to rise due to natural population growth.


WHERE DO THE REFUGEES LIVE?

One-third of the registered Palestine refugees, about 1.3 million, live in 58 recognized refugee camps in the area of operations in Jordan, Lebanon, the Syrian Arab Republic, the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

A camp, according to UNRWA's working definition, is a plot of land placed at the disposal of UNRWA by the host government for accommodating Palestine refugees and for setting up facilities to cater to their needs. Areas not designated as such are not considered camps. However, UNRWA also maintains schools, health centres and distributions centres in areas outside camps where Palestine refugees are concentrated, such as Yarmouk near Damascus. 

Independently of the official agencies there exist persons who dream and fight for a better place. The dream of these people is unthinkable in the West, specially in South America. People in conflict areas dream of something beyond having a warm home, a stable economy and a good education, those who reside nowadays in Gaza, dream of the Peace, something difficult to understand to people from this side of the world. 

From our place, lamentably, we cannot fulfill the dream of the Palestinians; but yes we can try to make pleasant their wait, this wait with which they must deal every day of their long-suffering lives. That is why we had the initiative to tackle this project and to try to alleviate their needs, fulfilling a need as basic as it is to have their feet covered. And we choose the alpargatas (rubber-soled slippers) as type of footwear due to its accessible price, relieve quality and comfort.

It is so we request you to join us in this adventure of being solidary and help us in everything what you consider it would be useful to carry out this ambitious project.

Lucas Ruppel Cané – Argentina

Information reliable sources: United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees Website (http://www.un.org/unrwa)

